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400 SW 152nd St., Suite 300, Burien, WA 98166  
Phone 206-241-4647 • Fax 206-248-5539 • burienwa.gov 

 

 

 

 

APPLICANT INFORMATION  

Name:       Company:       

Address:       Daytime Phone:       

City, State, Zip:       Email:       
 

PRIMARY CONTACT PERSON (If Different)  
Name:       Company:       

Address:       Daytime Phone:       

City, State, Zip:       Email:       
 

PROPERTY OWNER 
Name(s):       

Address:       Daytime Phone:       

City, State, Zip:       Email:       
 

PROJECT & SITE INFORMATION 
Street Address:       Assessor’s Parcel Number(s): 

Short Project Description: 

 

 

 
SIGNATURE: 
I declare that I am the owner of the property involved in this application, and that all information submitted with this 
application is complete and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. I understand that any errors and/or 
omissions may lengthen the time needed to process this request.   
 
Signature: _______________________  Address: ___________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature: _______________________  Address: ___________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature: _______________________  Address: ___________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Signature: _______________________  Address: ___________________________ Date: ___________ 

File Number 
 

___________________ 
 

When is a Vegetation Management Plan needed?  A Vegetation Management 
Plan is required for properties located in a shoreline management area, critical 
area, or critical area buffer where vegetation is proposed to be disturbed, 
including tree removal.  Critical areas subject to vegetation management plan 
review include geologically hazardous areas, frequently flooded areas, wetlands, 
and streams.   

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Burien/html/Burien20/Burien2030.html#20.30.040
https://burien.hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11045935/Image/maps/CAO_Address_062415_36x41.pdf
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The following is a list of materials and plans which must be submitted to have a complete application. For some 
applications, it will not be necessary to submit all the listed materials. Consult with the Department of Community 
Development if you have questions. 
 

 REQUIRED PROVIDED 

A completed, signed, Application Form. X  

 

 REQUIRED PROVIDED 

A check payable to the City of Burien for applicable filing fees.    X  

 

Site Plan  REQUIRED PROVIDED 

A dimensioned scalable plan: X  
1. Property dimensions, any existing structures which are proposed to remain on the 

property, and names of adjacent rights-of-way.  A property survey is recommended but 
is not required. 

X  

2. Existing streams, lakes, shorelines, structures, rockeries, roadways, and other relevant 
man-made or natural features. 

X    

3. Locations, species, condition, and size of trees that will be removed, impacted, or 
altered in any way. Description of understory vegetation, approximate square footage, 
and quantities of different plant species. 

X    

4. Location and type of any shoreline management areas, critical areas, or their buffers 
on and within 100 feet of your property. 

X           

 

Vegetation Management Plan and Supporting Documentation REQUIRED PROVIDED 

1. A project description by an ISA certified arborist and qualified tree professional 
documenting the ISA Basic Tree Risk Assessment and/or reason for removal.  

X  

A. To avoid adverse impacts to shoreline management area and critical areas the first 
step is to avoid removal of vegetation, second to replace or mitigate vegetation 
removal. 

X  

B. Provide a description of how the work will occur. X  
2. For Vegetation Management Plans in the shoreline management area and critical areas, 

the project description must explain how any shoreline or critical area will be protected 
and document current ecological function (e.g., stormwater mitigation, wildlife habitat, 
urban cooling, air purification, etc.), and must demonstrate no net loss of ecological 
function using the best available science. 

      X   

A. In addition, the description should address any alternative methods of attaining the 
applicant’s goal and explaining how the proposed activity will not be detrimental to 
surrounding properties and to the functions and values of the associated critical area. 

X  
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Recommended steps in preparing a submittal 
 

Step 1: Determine if you are in a shoreline management area, critical area, or buffer.  
 
Step 2: Provide rationale for vegetation/tree removal, including photo documentation, prepared by a certified 
arborist. 
 
Step 3: Create a narrative and description of the current ecological function, including but not limited to wildlife 
habitat, stormwater mitigation, urban cooling, carbon sequestration, air purification. Show locations of trees and 
vegetation that will be impacted, removed, or altered. 
 
Step 4: Calculate area of vegetation removed. For example, if removing a tree take the radius of the dripline and use 
the following formula (3.14 x radius^2). This is the area that needs to be restored. 
 
Step 5: Provide a planting plan, including quantities, spacing, and plant species necessary to get comparable ground 
coverage within 3 years. At least one tree must be replaced that has the potential to reach a similar height upon 
maturity. For example, if a 60-foot tree is removed, a tree that can grow to 60 feet must be replanted.  

 

3. A vegetation management plan must demonstrate that the area cleared of vegetation will 
be replaced within 3 years (e.g., if 1000 square feet is cleared, replanting must provide 
1000 square feet of coverage within 3 years).  

X  

A. Vegetation replacement shall be native or well-adapted species that comprise a 
similar proportion of evergreen species as the vegetation removed. Additionally, if a 
tree is removed a replacement tree must have the potential to reach a similar mature 
height as the tree removed.  

X  

B. Explain how the area will be monitored and maintained to ensure the successful 
establishment of new plants.  

X  

C. Mitigation must occur within the shoreline, critical area, or buffer. X  
D. The creation of wildlife habitat snags or removal of noxious weed species could be 

considered as part of a reduction in total planting requirements. 
  

4. Photos of tree(s) clearly documenting defect, risk, or reason for removal and current site 
conditions. 

X  

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Burien/html/Burien20/Burien2030.html#20.30.040
https://cdn5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11045935/Image/maps/CAO_Address_062415_36x41.pdf
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Frequently Asked Questions 

The City of Burien recognizes the significant role that the natural environment plays in creating a healthy and 
attractive community. Trees, landscaping, and open space all contribute to a positive community image. Five sections 
of the Burien Municipal Code (BMC) apply to tree and vegetation retention and removal. Chapter 12.38 regulates 
street trees and trees on city property. Chapter 19.25 contains requirements for landscaping on private property. 
Chapter 19.26 contains requirements for tree retention on private property. Chapter 19.40 applies to all properties 
containing a “critical area” (steep slope, seismic hazard area, erosion hazard area, stream, or wetland). Section 
20.30.040 applies to vegetation in the shoreline management area. The following are frequently asked questions 
about tree retention in Burien. 

 
General Questions 
 
Q.  HOW DO I SHOW THE LOCATION OF TREES ON MY PLANS? 

A. All trees that will be pruned removed, impacted, or altered on your property must be shown on your site plan.  
The accurate location of the trees, approximate size (in diameter at standard height, which is 4.5 ft above 
grade), condition, and tree species must be shown.   

Q. HOW DO I PROTECT TREES DURING CONSTRUCTION? 

A. A temporary but immovable six-foot high chain-link fence must be installed around the critical root zone of all 
significant trees to be saved.  Due to potential damage to the tree, no construction, fill, excavation, or storage of 
construction materials is allowed inside of the dripline. (BMC 19.26.090) 

Q. HOW DO I FIND AN ARBORIST? 

A. A list of consulting arborists can be found on the Pacific Northwest Chapter www.pnwisa.org, International 
Society of Arboriculture website at https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist Or from the American Society 
of Consulting Arborists 

Q.  HOW DO I SELECT SUITABLE PLANTS? 

A.  A qualified professional such as a landscape architect or consulting arborist can assist you. Additional resources 
are available from King County and Great Plant Picks. 

 
Tree Retention in Shoreline Management Areas, Critical Areas, and their Buffers 
 
Q. DO I NEED A PERMIT TO REMOVE OR PRUNE A TREE IN A SHORELINE MANAGEMENT AREA, CRITICAL AREA, OR 

ITS BUFFER? 

A. Yes. If your property contains a shoreline, “critical area” (such as steep slopes, streams, or wetlands), permits 
are required to remove or prune a tree in a critical area or its buffer. (Right-of-way permits are required to 
remove or prune any tree located in the right-of-way.) To remove a tree, or prune more than 25% of the live 
canopy, you will need to submit a vegetation management plan and permit application to the Department of 
Community Development for review. We require contracting with a certified arborist or experienced tree service 
when pruning trees to ensure the tree’s long-term health. 

http://www.pnwisa.org/
https://www.treesaregood.org/findanarborist
at:%20https://www.asca-consultants.org/search/custom.asp?id=3818
at:%20https://www.asca-consultants.org/search/custom.asp?id=3818
https://green2.kingcounty.gov/gonative/Index.aspx
https://greatplantpicks.org/


 
 

 

Vegetation Management Plan  
Application 

Page 5 of 6 

  

Q. DO I NEED A PERMIT TO ALTER THE VEGETATION IN A SHORELINE, CRITICAL AREA, OR ITS BUFFER (e.g., REMOVE 
GROUND COVER, PRUNE OR REMOVE TREES OR SHRUBS)? 

A. Generally, yes. Significant alterations that may affect the shoreline, critical area require permits. Please contact 
a planner at planning@burienwa.gov for additional questions. 

Q. CAN I REMOVE DEAD, DISEASED OR DANGEROUS TREES? 

A. Yes, a permit and vegetation management plan are required to remove a dead, diseased, or dangerous tree(s). 
The City requires a report from a qualified professional attesting to the health of the tree. Dead trees provide 
valuable wildlife habitat, soil stabilization, and build soils as they decay. Provided that the tree is not a risk to 
property or people it can be beneficial to retain these in Shorelines and Critical Areas.    

Q. WHAT IS A VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN? 

A. A vegetation management plan addresses no net loss in BMC 20.30.040 for Shoreline Management Areas. Or it 
addresses vegetation mitigation and restoration outlined in 19.40.180 for Critical Areas and their buffers. It 
identifies the proposed clearing limits for the project and any areas where vegetation in a critical area or its 
buffer is proposed to be disturbed. The plan should describe the methods of any work to be completed. The 
plan should also address any alternative methods of attaining your goal and explain how the proposed activity 
will not be detrimental to surrounding properties and to the functions and values of the associated critical area. 
The plan must also show the vegetation proposed to restore the area and mitigate the removal. 

 
Tree Retention in Non-Critical Areas 
 
Q. DO I NEED A PERMIT TO REMOVE A SIGNIFICANT TREE IN A NON-CRITICAL AREA? 

A. For removal of trees on private property, not associated with development a permit is required for:  

o Tree removal exceeding the allowed limit of significant tree removal per year(s), see table 19.26.060-1;  
o Any exceptional tree removal, see table 19.26.040-1; or 
o Removal of trees that would result in a lot going below the required minimum tree credits. 

A Permit is NOT required for: 

o Removal of trees below 6 inches diameter at standard height; or 
o Removal of significant trees in the annual allowance (see table 19.26.060-1), provided the lot does not go 

below the required minimum tree credits.  
 

For undeveloped/vacant lots, tree removal is generally not permitted until time of development. When 
developing your lot, you will need to submit a tree permit to the Department of Community Development for 
review.   
 

 For removal and pruning of ANY trees in the right-of-way, a right-of-way permit is required (BMC 12.38).  

Q: HOW MANY SIGNIFICANT TREES DO I NEED TO SAVE WHEN DEVELOPING MY PROPERTY? 

A: The number of significant and exceptional trees required to be retained depends on the type of development, 

mailto:planning@burienwa.gov
https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/Burien/html/Burien12/Burien1238.html
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lot size, and the zoning of neighboring properties (BMC 19.26).   

Q. WHAT IS A TREE RETENTION PLAN? 

A. A tree retention plan (BMC 19.26.080) identifies the location, size and species of all significant and exceptional 
trees on the site and shows which significant and exceptional trees are proposed to be retained or removed. The 
plan should also include a description of how the work is to be completed. There is a fee for review of this plan. 

Q.  WHAT IS A TREE REPLACEMENT PLAN? 

A. A tree replacement plan (BMC 19.26.100) shows the size, location, and species of trees. These must meet 
standards in 19.26.100 and demonstrate how the project meets the minimum tree credits.  
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